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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
Space Needle Elevator Modernization Project Honored by ASCE Seattle
Multi-year elevator modernization project receives 2026 Local Outstanding Civil Engineering Achievement Award for Outstanding Preservation
SEATTLE, Wash. — September 3, 2026 — The Space Needle Elevator Modernization Project has been recognized by the American Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE) Seattle with a 2026 Local Outstanding Civil Engineering Achievement Award in the Outstanding Preservation Project category.
The award recognizes the engineering and preservation work involved in modernizing the elevators of one of the world’s most recognizable structures while maintaining the architectural character of the Space Needle.
“The Space Needle has always represented the intersection of imagination, design and engineering,” said Karen Olson, COO of Space Needle. “More than six decades after it first opened, we’re continuing that tradition. This project allows us to modernize a critical part of the Space Needle while bringing elements of the original vision to life in new ways for our guests.”
Built for the 1962 World’s Fair, the Space Needle was designed as a symbol of the future. The Elevator Modernization Project continues that work, including the introduction of double-deck, all-glass elevators inspired by concepts envisioned for the original tower.
Engineering Within a Seattle Icon
Modernizing the elevators of a 605-foot landmark built more than six decades ago comes with a unique set of engineering challenges.
The project includes replacing the Space Needle’s original elevator machines with new 36,000-pound equipment in the tower’s machine room, located more than 500 feet above the ground. Accommodating the new systems required portions of the existing structure to be modified and strengthened, with close coordination among architects, structural engineers, elevator specialists and construction teams.
“Modernizing a structure like the Space Needle requires an extraordinary level of precision,” said Alicia Pedneault, Senior Structural Engineer, Arup. “The challenge is not simply installing new equipment but integrating modern technology into a compact and complex environment while respecting the structure’s original design and character.”
The project team includes Olson Kundig, Otis, Turner Construction, Arup and additional engineering and construction partners working together to modernize the elevators while preserving the landmark’s architectural character.
Next Phase Begins After Labor Day
The Elevator Modernization Project began in 2023 and is being completed in phases, with construction taking place primarily between Labor Day and Memorial Day. This schedule allows the Space Needle to remain open to guests throughout the multi-year project.
The next phase begins after Labor Day and continues through spring 2027, focusing on modernization of the tower’s second service elevator. The Space Needle will remain open throughout the construction period, with two elevators continuing to serve guests.
Construction activity for the next phase begins in early September and will include periodic crane activity at the base of the Space Needle to support the movement of construction equipment and materials.
The newly modernized elevator is scheduled to enter service by Memorial Day weekend 2027. The final phase is scheduled to begin after Labor Day 2027, with the Elevator Modernization Project expected to be completed by Memorial Day weekend 2028.
Continuing the Space Needle’s Modernization
The Elevator Modernization Project is part of the Space Needle’s ongoing, privately funded investment in the landmark. It follows the Century Project renovation, which added floor-to-ceiling glass on the Observation Deck and The Loupe, the world’s first and only revolving glass floor.
The ASCE Seattle award recognizes the architects, engineers, elevator specialists, construction teams and tradespeople involved in the complex work of modernizing a 64-year-old landmark while preserving what makes it unique.
Learn about the 2026 ASCE Seattle awards: ASCE Seattle Section Awards


About the Space Needle
Built as the centerpiece of the 1962 Seattle World’s Fair, the Space Needle has since become the defining icon of the Seattle skyline and a symbol of innovation and optimism. Following its historic Century Project renovation, the landmark now features more than 176 tons of glass, including The Loupe — the world’s first and only revolving glass floor. Open year-round, the Space Needle welcomes more than one million visitors annually. For more information, visit SpaceNeedle.com.
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